
CHAPTER 1179
Signs

1179.01  PURPOSES.

(a) The purposes of this chapter are to promote the general health, safety and welfare
of the residents of the Village by organizing and consolidating the existing sign regulations; and
modifying existing standards, as necessary, to assure that all current issues related to signs are
addressed. More specifically, the purposes are to:

(1) Promote attractive and high value residential districts. 

(2) Provide reasonable and appropriate conditions for identifying goods sold or
produced or services rendered in business and industrial districts.

(3) Control the size, location and design so that the appearance of permanent
signs will be aesthetically harmonious with their surroundings. 

(4) Eliminate any conflict which would be hazardous between business or
identification signs and traffic control signs and devices.

(5) Provide review procedures which enable the Village to comprehensively
evaluate the appropriateness of the sign to the site, building and
surroundings.

(6) Assure that signs are located and designed to maintain a safe and orderly
pedestrian and vehicular environment. 

 
(b)     In establishing these purposes, the Village of Boston Heights has determined that

signs which do not comply with these regulations as to type, size, location, design standards and a
limitation on the number of signs in the Village, are a public nuisance. Furthermore, the
appearance of the Village is marred by an excessive number of oversized and poorly designed
signs, and both residential and business property values are adversely affected, and that
unregulated signs are unduly distracting to motorists and pedestrians, and thereby create a traffic
hazard and reduce the effectiveness of signs needed to direct the public.

TITLE NINE - SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS
Chapter 1179.  Signs.
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1179.02  DEFINITIONS.

(a) General.

(1) Sign means any structure, or natural object such as a tree, bush, rock, lawn
or ground itself, part thereof, or device attached thereto, or painted or
represented thereon which shall be used to attract attention to any object,
product, place, activity, person, institution, organization, or business, or
which shall display or include any letter, word, model, banner, flag,
pennant, insignia, device or representation, used as, or which is in the
nature of an announcement, direction, or advertisement.  For the purposes
of this Code,  “sign” does not include the flag, pennant, burgee, badge or
insignia of any domestic government or governmental agency.

Signs are an accessory use in all districts and thereby subject to the
definition thereof in Zoning Ordinance 1141.02. All signs must be located
on the same property as the business or service advertised by any such sign,
except as this Chapter allows for temporary signs, or except where the
Board of Zoning Appeals finds cause for variance.

(2) Sign area or dimension
A. For a sign that is framed, outlined, painted or otherwise prepared

and intended to provide a background for a sign display, the area
dimensions shall include the entire portion within such background
or frame.

B. For a sign comprised of individual letters, figures, or elements on a
wall or similar surface, or a freestanding sign of irregular shape, the
area of the sign shall encompass a single rectangle or regular
geometric shape that encompasses the perimeter of all the elements
in the display.

C. The sign area shall include the frame, but shall not include the pole
or other structural support unless the pole or support is illuminated
or otherwise so designated to constitute a display surface or device.

D. The height of a freestanding sign shall be measured from the
average finished grade surrounding its point of attachment to the
top of the highest element or point on the supporting pole or
structure, whichever is higher.  Determination of the average
finished grade shall exclude any mounding immediately surrounding
the point of attachment.

E. The height of a wall sign shall be measured from the grade defined
for the building to which it is attached, as per Zoning Ordinance
1141.22, to the top of the highest element.

F. A sign with two (2) faces shall have the display surfaces arranged
back-to-back and essentially parallel with each other.

G. In the event of any dispute in determining the sign area or any sign
dimension, the Zoning Inspector shall have the responsibility for
making such determination.

(3) Building frontage for the purposes of sign regulation means the length of
the building or unit of the building which faces the principal street or the
length of the wall of the building or unit which contains the main entrance
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to the uses therein.  In the case of an irregular wall surface, a straight line
extended along such wall surface shall be used to measure the length.  Only
one outside wall of any business shall be considered its frontage.

(4) Building unit for the purposes of sign regulation means that portion of a
building which is owned or leased by a single tenant.  The length of unit is
that portion of the building so occupied by a single activity and calculated
proportionally in the same manner as building frontage.

(b) Types of signs; physical characteristics.

(1) Billboard means a sign which advertises products, services or activities
unrelated to the property upon which the sign or device is located, whether
lawfully permitted or legally nonconforming.

(2) Freestanding sign means a sign that is supported from or by the ground or  
by a structure other than a building.

(3) Political sign means a temporary sign advertising a political candidacy or
issue.

(4) Portable sign means a sign which is designed to be moved and is not
permanently, or intended to be permanently, attached to a building,
structure or the ground. Portable signs shall be regulated as Temporary
Signs.

(5) Temporary sign means a sign of a restricted size, posted for a limited time,
as regulated by this Chapter.

(6) Wall sign means a sign erected essentially parallel to, or painted on the
surface, or on the outside wall of any building, and not extending more
than twelve inches therefrom, and which does not project above the roof
line or beyond the corner of the building. A sign affixed to, or near, a
window for the purposes of being visible to and read from the outside of
the building and containing information typically found on identification or
instructional signs shall, for the purposes of these regulations, be
considered a wall sign.

(c) Types of signs; functional.

(1) Directional sign means a sign which has as its only function the direction of
vehicular or pedestrian traffic upon, to or from a premises and which
contains no advertising matter other than the name or symbol for the
business, project, development or activity on those premises.

(2) Security sign means a sign that identifies or warns of the security system
for the premises.

(3)      Subdivision sign or project identification sign  means a sign identifying the
name and address of a completed residential subdivision, a multiple family
development, or a commercial, office, industrial park or subdivision. Such a
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sign in a commercial, office or industrial park may include a directory of
business uses therein.

(4) Warning placard means a sign that alerts the general public to restrictions
of activities on a particular property or advises the public on safety related
issues.  These include but are not limited to “No Trespassing”, “No
Hunting”, “Danger”, etc.

1179.03 GENERAL REGULATIONS.

(a) No sign, or part thereof, shall be located in the public right-of-way nor obscure
visibility on a public right-of-way, except a sign for traffic control or other official public notice
placed by a public official or employee in the lawful performance of his duty. No person shall
place or have placed on his behalf any sign on any pole, structure, pipe or fitting designed for and
carrying electrical power, telephone, gas or water, except that the owner or other person
responsible for the maintenance of such pole, structure, pipe or fitting may affix thereto a placard
showing its ownership or other identification or a warning of any hazard connected therewith or
forbidding trespass on the same.

(b) Billboard signs are not permitted in any zoning district.

(c) No sign shall be illuminated by moving, or flashing lights, nor shall any sign, or any
part thereof, revolve, rotate, oscillate or otherwise move, or appear to move.

(d) No illuminated sign shall be located closer than 100 feet to any residential district
except as this Chapter expressly allows, or except where the Board of Zoning Appeals find cause
for variance.

(e) No sign for which a variance or a conditional use permit is required shall be
erected except upon issuance of, and in compliance with the terms of, that variance or conditional
use permit.

(f) No sign for which approval of the Planning Commission is required shall be
erected or modified except upon issuance of, and in compliance with the terms of, the sign permit
issued by the Zoning Inspector.

(g) Application for the erection or modification of any sign for which a variance,
conditional use permit, or approval of the Planning Commission is required shall be made by a
“Sign Application Form” approved for that purpose by the Planning Commission with the
concurrence of the Board of Zoning Appeals, and shall be accompanied by the fee authorized by
the Building Code.

(h) A sign permit issued by the Zoning Inspector shall serve as Building Permit for any
sign thereon described and approved, and shall be countersigned by the Building Inspector upon
his approval of the installed sign as a condition of final approval.

(i) Any sign, other than a temporary sign, for which no variance, conditional use
permit, nor approval of the Planning Commission is required shall be registered with the Village
Office Clerk on a “Permanent Sign Registration Form" approved by the Planning Commission.
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(j) Temporary signs, including portable signs, shall be regulated by this Chapter as to
sign area and duration of posting, and shall be registered with the Village Office Clerk on a
"Temporary Sign Registration Form" approved by the Planning Commission.

(k) Signs shall be designed, constructed and maintained in accordance with the
Building Code of the Village of Boston Heights, Section 1385.09 of these Codified Ordinances.

(l) Any sign not in compliance with this section shall be brought into compliance
within ten days of notification by the Zoning Inspector or his representative, or otherwise
removed by the Zoning Inspector or his representative, in accordance with the Building Code of
the Village of Boston Heights, Section 1385.09 of these Codified Ordinances.
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1179.04 DISTRICT REGULATIONS.

(a) RES Residential District

(1) Each dwelling, including home occupation, shall be permitted a single one-
or two-sided non-illuminated sign, provided such sign does not exceed two
square feet in area, each side.  In addition, each dwelling shall be permitted
up to five security signs, and one warning placard per one hundred
twenty-five feet of lot line, each not to exceed one square foot per side.

(2) Each entrance of a residential subdivision, upon application to, and
approval of, the Planning Commission, may be permitted a single one- or
two-sided, indirectly-illuminated or non-illuminated subdivision sign,
containing only the name of the subdivision, provided such sign does not
exceed sixteen square feet per side.

(3) Temporary one- or two-sided non-illuminated signs shall be permitted
subject to the General Regulations of this Chapter and if any of the
following applies:

A. A temporary sign relating to garage or yard sales, or to personal,
community or holiday events, shall be permitted on-site provided
that each such sign does not exceed four square feet per side, and
further provided that such signs shall not be erected for more than
thirty consecutive days and shall not be reissued more than three
times in one calendar year per residence.

B. A temporary sign advertising residential property for sale, lease, or
rental shall be permitted on that property, provided such sign does
not exceed six square feet in area per side, and further shall be
removed within seven days after said transaction is finalized. A
single additional such sign advertising a real estate "open house"
shall be permitted only while the property is open for public
inspection.

C. A temporary construction (on-the-job) sign for jobsite identification
shall be permitted on-site during active construction, provided such
sign shall not exceed four square feet per side, and further provided
that such sign shall be removed when the job is completed or
delayed.

D. A political sign that does not exceed six square feet per side shall be
permitted, provided that each such sign shall not be erected more
than thirty days prior to, and shall be removed not more than three
days after, the election to which it relates.

(4) Variances in this district may permit more extensive signage if approved by
the Board of Zoning Appeals but in no instance shall any such sign be more
than two-sided or exceed sixteen square feet per side or be illuminated.
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(5) Conditional uses of property in this district may permit more extensive
signage if approved by the Board of Zoning Appeals but in no instance
shall any such sign be more than two-sided or exceed thirty-two square feet
per side or be illuminated.

(6) Under no circumstances shall any sign erected in this district exceed six feet
in height.
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(b) OP Office/Professional District

(1) Each permissible use shall be permitted a single one- or two-sided
freestanding sign provided such sign does not exceed thirty-two square feet
per side nor exceed six feet in height above the surrounding finished grade.
All freestanding signs shall be approved by the Planning Commission.

(2) Each permissible use shall be permitted a single one-sided wall sign
permanently attached to the building provided such sign does not exceed
thirty-two square feet.  No sign shall protrude above or beyond the wall of
any building, nor project more than 12 inches from the wall surface. All
signs attached to any building shall be approved by the Planning
Commission.

(3) Each entry or exit drive shall be permitted a single one- two-sided
directional sign, provided such sign not exceed four square feet per side
and shall not obscure visibility.  All directional signs shall be approved by
the Planning Commission.

(4) Temporary one- or two-sided non-illuminated signs shall be permitted
subject to the General Regulations of this Chapter and if any of the
following applies:

A. A temporary sign announcing sales, new products and special
business events shall be permitted on-site. Such signs shall be
permitted as wall signs or as freestanding signs where other such
signs are permitted, in addition to the permanent business signs,
provided such signs do not exceed forty percent of the maximum
area otherwise permitted for each type of permanent sign.  Such
signs shall not be displayed for more than thirty consecutive days
and shall not be reissued more than three times in one calendar year
per business, except that signs advertising a "special", "grand
opening" or other commercial event of this nature shall be limited
to seven consecutive days and shall not be reissued more than once
per calendar year per business.

B. A temporary sign advertising the sale, lease, or rental of business
property shall be permitted on that property, provided such sign
does not exceed six square feet in area per side. Signs advertising
the sale of business real estate shall be properly maintained and
must be removed seven days after the closing on such property.
Signs advertising the rental or lease of business property shall be
properly maintained and must be removed seven days after the
signing of a rental or lease agreement. Signs advertising the rental
or lease of business property shall be permitted only when space is
available in that property. A single additional such sign advertising a
real estate "open house" shall be permitted only while the property
is open for public inspection.
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C. A temporary construction (on-the-job) sign for jobsite identification
shall be permitted on-site during active construction, provided such
sign shall not exceed thirty-two square feet per side, and further
provided that such sign shall be removed when the job is completed
or delayed.

D. A political sign that does not exceed six square feet per side shall be
permitted, provided that each such sign shall not be erected more
than thirty days prior to, and shall be removed not more than three
days after, the election to which it relates.

(5) Variances in this district may permit more extensive signage if approved by
the Board of Zoning Appeals but in no instance shall any such sign be more
than two-sided, nor exceed  thirty-two square feet per side, nor extend
more than eight feet in height from surrounding finished grade.

(6) Conditional uses of property in this district may permit more extensive
signage if approved by the Board of Zoning Appeals but in no instance
shall any such sign be more than two-sided, nor exceed thirty-two square
feet per side, nor extend more than eight feet in height from surrounding
finished grade.
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(c) GB General Business District

(1) Each business shall be permitted a single one-or two-sided freestanding
sign provided such sign does not exceed thirty-two square feet per side nor
exceed eight feet in height above the surrounding finished grade.  All
freestanding signs shall be approved by the Planning Commission.

(2) The maximum total area of all wall signs attached to a building in this
district shall be related to the width (W in feet) of the street frontage of the
building, or building unit thereof, occupied by the principal use, as follows: 

maximum sign area (in square feet) = (W x 1 foot ) + 40 square feet 

but no single sign shall exceed 50 square feet, nor shall any combination of
signs cover more than 10% of the area of any single building elevation.  No
sign shall protrude above or beyond the wall of any building, nor project
more than 12 inches from the wall surface.  All signs attached to any
building shall be approved by the Planning Commission.

(3) Each entry or exit drive shall be permitted a single one- or two-sided
directional sign, provided such sign not exceed six square feet per side and
shall not obscure visibility.  All directional signs shall be approved by the
Planning Commission.

(4) Temporary one- or two-sided non-illuminated signs shall be permitted
subject to the General Regulations of this Chapter and if any of the
following applies:

A. A temporary sign announcing sales, new products and special
business events shall be permitted on-site. Such signs shall be
permitted as wall signs or as freestanding signs where other such
signs are permitted, in addition to the permanent business signs,
provided such signs do not exceed forty percent of the maximum
area otherwise permitted for each type of permanent sign.  Such
signs shall not be displayed for more than thirty consecutive days
and shall not be reissued more than three times in one calendar year
per business, except that signs advertising a "special", "grand
opening" or other commercial event of this nature shall be limited
to seven consecutive days and shall not be reissued more than once
per calendar year per business.

B. A temporary sign advertising the sale, lease, or rental of business
property shall be permitted on that property, provided such sign
does not exceed six square feet in area per side. Signs advertising
the sale of business real estate shall be properly maintained and
must be removed seven days after the closing on such property.
Signs advertising the rental or lease of business property shall be
properly maintained and must be removed seven days after the
signing of a rental or lease agreement. Signs advertising the rental
or lease of business property shall be permitted only when space is
available in that property. A single additional such sign advertising a
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real estate "open house" shall be permitted only while the property
is open for public inspection.

C. A temporary construction (on-the-job) sign for jobsite identification
shall be permitted on-site during active construction, provided such
sign shall not exceed thirty-two square feet per side, and further
provided that such sign shall be removed when the job is completed
or delayed.

D. A political sign that does not exceed twelve square feet per side
shall be permitted, provided that each such sign shall not be erected
more than thirty days prior to, and shall be removed not more than
three days after, the election to which it relates.

(5) Variances in this district may permit more extensive signage if approved by
the Board of Zoning Appeals but in no instance shall any such sign be more
than two-sided, nor exceed one hundred and fifty square feet per side, nor
extend more than forty feet in height from surrounding finished grade.

(6) Conditional uses of property in this district may permit more extensive
signage if approved by the Board of Zoning Appeals but in no instance
shall any sign be more than two-sided, nor exceed one hundred and fifty
square feet per side, nor extend more than forty feet in height from
surrounding finished grade.

(d) RB Retail Business District

Signs in this District shall be regulated in accordance the regulations governing the
GB General Business Zoning District, in subsection 1179.04(c) of this Chapter.

(e) LM Light Manufacturing District

Signs in this District shall be regulated in accordance the regulations governing the
GB General Business Zoning District, in subsection 1179.04(c) of this Chapter.
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